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Psychology suffers from the problem of studying a narrow database: most research is conducted on sam-

ples that are from Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and Democratic societies. The problem is both

that many psychological phenomena appear differently across cultures, and that WEIRD samples are psycho-

logical outliers on many dimensions. I will review some evidence that reveals the extent of cultural diversity

in various psychological processes, and will discuss some implications. In particular, the WEIRD people

problem intersects with a recent concern of a replicability crisis in psychology because failed replications

conducted in other cultures might indicate boundary conditions for an effect, rather than a problem with

internal validity. Moreover, as one solution to the replicability crisis is to collect larger sample sizes this has

the unwanted consequence of further incentivizing the reliance on cheap convenience samples, which would

exacerbate the WEIRD people problem. Implications and recommendations will be discussed.
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Table 1
P2 DXL T DR

FAEFOR S 42 K FEFLAS LS 170 O R
Tt - Some visual illusions. - Some other visual illusions (e.g., horizontal-vertical illusion).
Vs - Perceptions of fairness. - Basic color perception.
JET b2 - Folkbiological reasoning. - Recognition of basic emotional expressions.

- Egocentric spatial reasoning. - Psychological essentialism many findings from two-sample

studies (as do many for differences).

FaRR LR - More analytic reasoning. - Sex differences in a variety of aspects of mate preferences.
Vs - More Independent self-concepts. - Structure of personality.
B L - More motivations for self-enhancement. - Sex differences in violence.

- Less conforming.

- More desire for choice.

- Morality exclusively based on justice concerns.
- Less anti-social punishment.

TAYAN - More defensive reactions to thoughts of death. - 3 =2 ¥ [k,
Vs - More independent selves.
T2V AN - More analytic reasoning.

- More desire for choice.
7A YA NKPLE -Higher heritability estimates for IQ. - WAz 82 Ve L.
Vs - More desire for choice.

7 AW ANIER P - more analytic reasoning.
- More independet view s of self.
- Less conforming.
- More justice-based m orality.
- More defencsive responses to death thoughts.

Figure 1. Mueller-Lyer #i#ii & O [t (Henrich et al. (2010) & 9 &%),
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